Teaching Philosophy
Gayvin Powers

Writing is craft. Masterful writing is dedication. My goal is for students to leave my
courses with stronger writing habits, a clearer voice, and greater confidence and ability
to revise, adapt, research, and communicate with the changing landscape of technology
and Al.

Courses are structured, supportive, and rigorous. Expectations are clear and
assignments are purposeful. Tasks are designed for diverse learners with frequent
opportunities for revision and reflection. | prioritize bridging writing with students’ lives
and goals to help them become more effective writers, readers, and thinkers.

A major part of my pedagogy is multimodal instruction. | use a multimodal approach in
teaching Al and throughout my curriculum because | believe every student can learn,
but we all learn in different ways. Some people think best while reading or writing,
others through discussion, audio or visual examples, or applied practice. Meanwhile,
many learners benefit by fluctuating between more than one method. | build multiple
entry points into each assignment so every student has a fair opportunity to understand
the material and excel with what they know.

| also believe writing instruction must address generative Al directly and responsibly.
Students need practical guidance on ethical Al guardrails, understanding how it can be
the starting point in research, brainstorming, or revision, and when it may weaken
learning, originality, or trust. | approach Gen-Al as part of literacy instruction: students
should learn to question outputs, verify claims, protect voice, and make ethical choices.
My own Al teaching experience has reinforced the importance of translating complex
technical ideas into plain, usable language for learners.

Student-centered, | bring publication-awareness and an Al-conscious approach to
departments committed to teaching and community engagement with Al. | am especially
eager to contribute to courses across the writing programs, help shape the Public and
Professional Writing minor, and support students as they grow into confident, ethical
writers.



